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Kiddo!

-Shaunak Jayakar

Recently | visited my friends
house for complition of some
college project work. There | met
his young cousin who was five
years old.This younger kid
named Abhay was a cute little
kid with a 3.5 feet height and a
fair complexion. And his pink
cheeks with a chubby physique
made him look even more cute. |
met him for the first time and
couldn't resist myself from
playing with him. So | asked my
friend for a break and went in the
living room where Abhay was
playing his favourite car racing
game over the playstation. |
went and sat behind him. He
looked at me and then again got
into his game. Must he be
wondering why | sat here
besides him out of all the other
sofas and chairs.

| said, “hi."

He looked at me with blank
expressions and again got into
his game. | understand being a
stranger to him. Coming and
sitting besides him would have
puzzled him though but | was
too wanting to play that | started
making all sorts of funny faces.
Toung out wide with both eyes
looking towards the nose in the
centre, streching eyes wide to
look like Chinese and wagging
my tongue, making all sorts of
animal noises... all such only to
gain his attention. And yes! It did
small children do like such kind
of funny faces and noises being
made. They find it quite

amusing. He looked at me and
giggled. So | started doing more
of that. Then | asked him if |
could play with him. With all his
kind and generous heart he held
me the joystick he was holding
and with a cute little smile he
said, “'Dada, he ghe khel."

That made my day. | could
sense victory and Abhay's cute
smile as a trophy of that victory
was no less than winning a
Wimbaldon title by defeating a
worthy opponent taking the
game to the last set. | sat down,
folding my legs and on those,
Abhay sat. And we two were
playing all long untill my friend
came outside to ask me how
long was | going to take the
break? | looked at the watch to
see. It was already two hours
since | was outside playing with
Abhay. With a stone heart | told
Abhay that, | had to go to finish
off my work and that | no longer
could play with him. He was
upset though, but then when my
friend promised him that after the
project work gets over, we both
would play with him. He was all
excited and happy. He told us to
quickly complete our work and
be back as very soon as
possible. Back in the room,
while completing the project, |
told my friend this all from how
strangers to lovable | turned out
to be for Abhay. He laughed out
his heart and looking at me he
said, “~Dude, you're such a
kiddo!"

ATATTHTT

BEST FRIENDS

Best friends are the ones who tell us the simplicity of rice and curd,

They are the ones understand our feelings without we saying a word.

Only they support us in our difficult times,

And calm us down with their own sweet rhymes.

They can walk with us through all the roughs,

Everyone says to break them is very tough.

| wish my best friend should be like this,

Who would always support me and never ever hiss.

One who would miss me a lot,
Even a day very hot.

The one who would be my best friend,

Who would always care for me and try to defend.

Who will say, "l will be there for you whole life long"

"To hear from you,your good-bad songs"

- Aarati Jayesh Kothare
Std. Vil
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BHUTAN

Journey is my life. It's like
tonic/stimulant for my body. |
always feel refreshed when |
return from any tour irrespective
of small / long tour. Recently |
had been to Bhutan with a travel
company viz.  Vihar Travels
accompanied by my relatives and
friends.

We booked our tour 3 to 4
months in advance i.e. in the
month of May 2016. Our tour was
from 19" Sept. to 25" Sept. 2016.
As the months were passing and
our tour date was nearing | was
getting excited. | always pre-plan
my packing well in advance. |
started packing my luggage on
17" Sept. itself. Since | was
alone from my house, | carried
only one bag because the tour
was only for a week.

Our flight was scheduled on
19" early morning but since my
relatives / friends were coming
from Pune we gathered ourselves
at the Mumbai International
airport on 18" midnighti.e at 4am
so that we could come together
comfortably. | reached the airport
at 3.30am, after doing the
necessary check in we all met at
4am and reached the
passenger’s lobby. Some of our
friends were new to me so we had
the introduction session. There
was still time for this flight, we
had some coffee and snacks and
waited for the flight. At last, at

6.45 am we were given the
boarding pass and we entered
the plane for Mumbai- Delhi. At
9.30am we reached Delhi. Our
connecting flight for Bagdodra
was at 10.30am. On completion
of all the formalities we boarded
for the flight.

As we were reaching
Bagdodra the scenery from the
plane was mesmerizing. At 12.30
noon we landed at Bagdodra. The
climate was very hot. Our tour
manager received us at the
airport and directed eight of us in
a van. Remaining passengers
were directed in another van. At
about 1pm, we started our
journey from Bagdodra to
Bhutan. It was about 6-7hs
journey in which we were served
lunch and tea on the way. This
journey by road was very hectic,
but we enjoyed its experience our
journey was via beautiful Siligudi.
At about 8pm we reached our
destination Bhutan.

Bhutan being a foreign country
we had to pass through the
border gate to enter its land. On
reaching our hotel at
Phontshilling, we were allotted
our rooms. The room was very
spacious and luxurious. Later
after some time we were called
for the dinner. After dinner we
finally rested in our rooms after a
long busy day.

Next day we had to go to the

immigration office at Timpu which
every tourist has to undergo. After
all the formalities were done, we
spent our day shopping in the
local markets of Bhutan. The 3
day we headed to Paro, where we
visited a huge Buddha statue
which can be sighted from every
corner of Bhutan. Next day we
started with Paro airport view
point, Paro Museum and after
lunch we visited Kichu Monastery
and many others. We also viewed
the apple gardens of Bhutan.
Next day early morning we
headed to Phontshilling which
was again a 6hr journey.
Throughout our Journey we could
enjoy the different phases of
nature which was an amazing
experience.

Bhutan is a very liberal country
governed by very kind hearted
King, who keeps his citizens
satisfied and happy by giving free
medical and education facilities.
Celebrating their happiness,
Natives of Bhutan celebrate "The
Happiest Day of the year" on 23
September and prepare a local
delicacy "Porridge". This dish
was also served at our dinner.

Our hotel authorities had a
warm and a welcoming approach
towards us. The performed Native
dances and we clicked some
pictures in the native dress. The
tourist guides were also very
informative and helpful. Most
importantly, a unique we
observed in Bhutan was their
King is so humble that he moves
openly in public with minimum
security unlike India. This shows
this country is a safe and calm
place to live.

At last, the day arrived when
we had to say a final goodbye to
this  beautiful country. We
reached Phontshilling in the
evening. Next day at 7am we
headed to the Bagdodra airport.
This journey was via "the
paradise" Darjeeling. At 1.30pm
we reached the airport, our flight
for Delhi was at 3.30pm. On
reaching Delhi, we had a
connecting flight to Mumbai at
6pm. We reached Mumbai
Domestic airport at 9.30pm.

This was an unforgettable tour
and | am still mesmerized by the
beauty, climate and hospitality of
this country and | would definitely
recommend everybody to visit
this heavenly country at least
once. Loved everything about
Bhutan "the land of heavens".
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