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Come June,

Come Rain
- Vaijayanti Kirtikar
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| realize it is raining outside
when my 2 year old comes
asking for ‘Amazaa’, yes that is
her take on the word umbrella! So
almost every second day | have
these boxes coming in from
Amazon with goodies ordered
online. When | am not at home,
these deliveries land up at my
faithful neighbour’'s house who
cannot resist saying "oh, she too
is an Amazon fan just like
mumma" every time they hear the
little one say ‘Amazaa’! How do |
tell these ignorant souls without
being judged that Amazon has
been my loyal best friend for the
past few years only to be closely
followed by Google, Facebook
and the husband, yes in that
order.

My boss says | suffer from a
short attention span. | always tell
him it is just that | am good at
handling distractions. But this is
one of those times when | realize
that just like the leap year, he
also is right once in 4 years. | will
handle the Amazon distraction
later, back to the rain. | am sure
everyone has their own rain ghost
memory — memory so strong that
it has left an invisible mark on you
and can never be forgotten. My
earliest ghost memory is of my
interview for admission to
kindergarten school. The teacher
asked me which colour is this;
pointing to a plastic bunch of
grapes and | replied ‘fgtar.
Disappointment was writ all over
her face. Then she made me write
A-Z 3 times and she kept on
repeating | will not let you go
home till you write in legible
writing. Jump cut to the present
day and the teacher at the
nursery school tells me ‘Speak to
your daughter in English, else
she will not learn the language’.
So much for changing times!

Rain, rain, yes | keep
reminding myself, it is rain | want

to write about. Rain takes me
back to jumping in the puddles of
water, rather potholes filled with
water on the way to school with
my sister. This joy is still
unmatched. Rain for us then
meant the tiny lane getting
clogged and creating a dirty river
to jump into. It was all about
paper boats and wet socks.
Teenage days were mixed with a
feeling of melancholy when it
rained. | had to sit indoors with
book in hand, supposedly
studying, while the rain busily
painted everything green. | can
safely  attribute my  poor
academic performance to the
music of rain drops on the window
pane. Things did not change
much when | started working.
Every time itrained when | was at
work, a feeling of severe longing
to get out of office would gnaw its
ways to and fro from the heart to
the brain. Think harder, my mind
would tell my brain, you feigned
illness to get out of office early
yesterday, what will it be today?
Sometimes, no not sometimes,
almost always my brain would
surprise me by coming with
brilliant excuses! Not to mention
that the brain would take the
BFF’'s (Google) help liberally.

The best part of the rainy
season is the unexpected
holidays. When the entire city
halts and there is no way you can
make it to office, all you do is guilt
freely enjoy the rain. | remember
once receiving a call from one of
my colleagues to inform me that
the company has declared a
holiday today on account of the
heavy rain. Happiness knows no
bounds when you hear such good
news, never mind that | was
already in office! | pleaded and
even threatened my colleague to
not mention to anyone that | was
in office, | was going to leave
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immediately before anyone
caught me there. He did ask me
where | was heading as all
transport had come to a standstill
and wouldn’'t be able to reach
home. But who cares when you
get a day off work and it is
beautifully raining outside!

Rain does not only mean those
lovely wet melodies or curling up
with a hot coffee and book. It is
time to explore your talent. Write a
song yourself; sing it loud to the
music of raindrops. Record the
song, however, cheesy it is or
harshto the ears, and forward itto
all your friends and enemies. No
better way to know who your true
friends are! Write a book yourself.
Evenifitis corny, senditto all your
near and dear ones! Just like | am
writing this piece of my take on
rain even at the risk of losing some
readers! Also no better way to
know who our loyal readers are!

Take a look at the window
pane. Lay a bet with your darker
inner conscience on which
raindrop will first reach the
bottom. If that darker inner
conscience wins, then you carry
on with the work on hand, and if
you win, voila, fun time! Make
sure you win, change the drops
you placed your money on if you
think you are losing. After all the
darker inner conscience does not
have a say in this.

Pretend to wash your car in
the rain, this tip is from my
husband whose car stays
unwashed otherwise. Let the rain

do the job and you take the credit.
Any unhygienic readers, you can
try this washing tip on yourself
too.

Let rain take over your entire
self, allow yourself to be
cleansed, body and soul. Listen
to the patter of rain drops, let the
smell of earth rejuvenate your
senses, let all troubles and cares
get carried away with the water.
Don’t teach your kids the rhyme
‘Rain rain go away, come again
another day’. Share your
umbrella. Save a boyfriend for a
rainy day, and another, in case it
doesn’t rain. Wear your ugly
shoes, don’t wash your jeans.
Don't wipe your spectacles; ask
for help to cross a road as you
cannot see well. Try screaming
louder than the thunder. When
stuck in traffic, step out of your
vehicle, try taking selfies with
strangers. Lay on your stomach
in a puddle and scream "I'm
drowning". In short when life
throws you a rainy day, play in the
puddles.

Yellow umbrellas, Blue raincoats
and Red shoes,

Dark sky, muddy puddles, Green
grass and frogs croaking by;
Cancelled plans and empty coffee
shops,

Rainbow up there and smiles
down here;

A big wet puddle just down the
lane,

And a big SPLASH-

| love the rain!

Some people feel the rain,
others just get wet. - Bob Marley;
What kind of people are you?
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Bumpy Ball

Bumpy ball bumps - bumps,
Every-where it runs-runs.

In a corner it runs and hides,
Bumpy ball then nobody finds.
All other toys sit in the basket,

Bumpy ball, jumps in a bucket.

Takes a bath, then comes out,
Bumpy ball is small but stout,

Throw and catch, throw and catch,

Bumpy alone plays the match.
Bumpy once ran very far,
In arat's hole, behind a car.

Monty searched and searched every-where,
“Bumpy, bumpy, are you there?”

Rat's kids now, play with the ball,

Monty still gives Bumpy a call.

Dr. Suman Navalkar
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THEPATHARE PRABHU CHARITIES
Award of Educational Merit Prizes for the year 2017
The Pathare Prabhu Charities have been awarding Educational Merit Prizes every
year to students of our community passing various examinations with merit.

Students passing any examination SSC/CBSE/ICSE/IGCSE onwards from a
recognized university/educational institution during this year are earnestly requested
to submit the photo copies of their mark sheets in the office of the Pathare Prabhu
Charities, Thakurdwar, between 11.00 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. after the result of the
examination is declared but not later than September 16, 2017 to enable the trustees to
award the prizes to the eligible students. The students and parents concerned should
note that the merit prizes will be awarded by the trust only on the basis of the result/
mark sheets received by the Trust before the dead line.

This year the Annual Educational Merit Prize Awards Function will be held on
Sunday December 10, 2017 at M.V.M. Degree College of Commerce & Science
Mogaveera Bhavan, MVVM Educational Campus Marg, Off Veera Desai Road, Andheri
West, Mumbai - 400058.

Students are requested to furnish the following requirements along with the
examination result/mark sheet.

1. Full Name of the student (Married Female to give maiden name also)

2. Latest coloured photo of the student, postcard size with light background
and name of the student written on the back side of the photo.

3. Full Postal Residential Address

4. Telephone No.

5. Email address if available

6. Confirmation regarding student having bank account : Yes/No.

7. Name of Grand father

8. Bio data in brief (past record of academic career)

9. Confiramtion whether the student will receive the prize if awarded, by his/
her personal attendance at the function on the aforesaid date
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