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Travel Diaries

The heritage city of Amritsar

-Adhar Kothare

In this edition of travel diaries,
we will talk about a town most of
you would have visited or
definitely heard about. Amritsar is
a city in north western region of
India in the state of Punjab, and
some 28 kms away from the
Wagah border (Indo-Pak border).
When you hear the name of this
city, few things that immediately
come to your mind are the
Wagah border, the Golden
temple and Jallianwala Bagh.
This town has seen the lethal
Jallianwala Bagh massacre
during the British Raj when
General Dyer ordered his troops
to open fire on thousands of
innocent Indians killing all of
them in April 1919. It has also
seen the unrest during the World
War 1 (1914-1918) and then
borne the brunt during the India-
Pakistan partition (1947). It has
also seen the post-independence
military operation to curb and
remove Sikh militants from the
Golden temple, known as the
Operation Blue Star (June 1984).
But amidst all this it has stood
rock solid.

Getting to the current state of
Amritsar, it is famous for Sri
Harmandir Sahib also known as
Darbar Sahib informally referred
as the Golden temple. It is the
most revered spiritual sites of
Sikhism. Over 100,000 people
visit the shrine daily for worship
and also partake jointly in the free
community kitchen and meal
(Langar) that serves a simple
vegetarian meal to all visitors
without discrimination round the
clock, regardless of any
distinctions, a tradition that is a
hallmark of all Sikh Gurudwaras.
The main temple is surrounded
by manmade pool (sarovar) and
has a bridge to connect the outer
area and the temple. They have a
separate stand where you can
keep your shoes. On the way to
the main area you can take the
‘roomals/scarfs’ to tie on your
head from the baskets kept
nearby, wash your hands and feet
and enter the temple area. Once
you are inside, its blissful. They
have different Langar stalls,
where they serve water, tea,
prasad, etc., absolutely free of
cost. You will see people lighting
candles and praying on the
edges of the sarovar.

The city of Amritsar is also
famous for the Wagah border
ceremony where Indian Army and
Pakistan Army soldiers march-off
with utmost patriotism and grace
and boasts of thousands of
audience every day. It is an
amazing feeling to be there at the
Wagah border during the march-
off ceremony. So in case you
plan to visit there, you must take
care of few things. One must
book a return cab or hire a car

since the Wagah border is almost
30 kms away from the main city
and there is no other transport
available. Since there are mobile
jammers near the Wagah border,
one can't book an Ola. During the
weekends, there is heavy crowd,
almost 10-15 thousand and
though the ceremony starts
around 5pm and goes for about 45
mins, the gates are opened at
3:30pm, so if you need a place to
sit, make sure you are there well
in advance. Though the entry is
free of cost, there are separate
lines for VIP, ladies only and
general section. One has to leave
the cab around 1km away and
walk towards the border. One is
not allowed any bags, purses,
camera bags, eatables, water,
etc., and only phones, cameras
and wallets are allowed inside.
One can also opt for VIP pass a
day in advance (free of cost), by
personally going and booking it
(9-11am) at the Army check-post
at Khasa on GT road towards
Wagah border, but one needs to
submit some documents and get
separate permission for the car/
cab.

It is also known for the
infamous Jallianwala Bagh, the
site of the brutal massacre. Now
this place has been made a small
garden and is located right in the
town hall area around 100-150
meters from the Golden Temple.
There is the old well (that is now
barricaded) in which many people
jumped in to save themselves
from the Dyer’s bullets. There are
few old buildings which has the
bullet marks on it. It has a small
museum as well, that is home to
some of the old pre-independence
memories during the pre and post
Jallianwala Bagh incident.

| guess for most of us, the
Amritsar tour would include these
places and the Amritsar city tour
would end here for most of the
touring companies. But apart
from these famous places, there
are some not so famous yet, but
must see places to visit in
Amritsar, which | found during my
visit to this city.

The first of it is the Partition
museum opened in Aug 2017 is
situated in the Town hall area and
about 150-200 mtrs., from the
Golden temple. It showcases the
struggles people went through
during India-Pakistan partition.
There are many pictures of
partition times, newspaper cut-
outs, some audio and videos
being played that depict the
hardships faced by people then
and will help one understand what
exactly happened and how many
people suffered due to the largest
migration in the history of
mankind. It is a very well-
maintained museum and very

(Cont. on Page 6 col. 2)
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"I am not alone. God is with
me"

"We are never alone, God is
with everybody."
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(Cont. from Page 2 col. 4)
informative but the pictures may
be a bit disturbing for some. Few
sections are dedicated to some
specific families, who were
affected during the partition and
about some prominent persons
as well, viz., Milkha Singh,
Mahashay Dharampal Gulati
(better known as the owner of
MDH masala), Om Prakash
Munjal (founder of Hero Cycles),
etc. Photography is prohibited
inside the museum and entry fee
is INR 10.

The next in list is the Punjab
State war heroes’ memorial and
museum that was opened in the
early part of 2017. Itis near India
Gate junction on the Grand Trunk
road on the way to Wagah border.
It has around 7 galleries. Each
gallery represents each war
starting from the pre-
independence era to 1947-48 war
to 1962, 1965, 1971, 1999 wars.
Each of the galleries is equipped
with modern equipment that gives
a detailed explanation of each of
the wars fought. It has a small
cafeteria and washrooms as well.
The entry fee is INR 100 and it
takes about 2-3 hrs. to see
complete memorial.

The next is Sada Pind which is
a small village that is being built
in the open area on the bypass
road near the India Gate. The has
old Amritsar feel with its old huts,
local markets, shops, old village
mela which allows one to have an
experience of old age Amritsar.
Entrance fee is INR 650 which
includes entrance fee, few of the
entertaining options inside the
village and either a lunch or a
dinner.

A definite stop while travelling
to Wagah border is a restaurant

called Sarhad. This restaurant is
located on the way to Wagah
border on the Grand Trunk road
approx. 1-2 kms away from the
border. It serves both Indian and
Pakistani dishes and one must
really relish and gobble on few of
them. Though the cost is little bit
on the higher side, it's worth an
experience and a must visit if you
are a foodie. There is another
restaurant named Haveli also on
the same road, which is equally
famous.

Other eating options that one
must not miss being in Amritsar
is the roadside dhaba (approx. 2-
3 kms from Golden temple)
named Mohan Singh meat shop
that makes some amazing
mutton chops and kheema pav, or
the local kulche cholle stalls/
dhabas available at the roadside
(Magbool Road Kulcha shop
being the famous). In case you
are looking for vegetarian options,
one must visit Bhrawan da dhaba
a pure veg dhaba turned
restaurant that serves authentic
Amritsari dishes, located in the
townhall area.

If you are wondering, that you
need to plan a trip to Amritsar and
it would take some 3-4 days, then
you are wrong. |If properly
planned, this trip can be taken
over a weekend. Yes, you heard
me right, normally when we thing
of weekend gateways, the only
places that come to our mind are
Lonavala, Matheran, Igatpuri,
Alibaug and such. Had it not been
one of my friends who coaxed me
even | wouldn’t have known. But
trust me, coming from the horses’
mouth, a weekend trip to Amritsar
is equally possible, with a bit
planning and lot of craziness.
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