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him with greatrespect. Born on 5"
Sept. 1930, he willbe 90 years old
this year. But his zeal and
enthusiasm for work leaves me
bewildered. An avid reader of all
kinds of books makes him
knowledgeable. There are no
academic degreesto hisname but
the work he has done till date
speaksvolumes. Ofcourse he had
a pillar of support in his late wife
Mrs. Nandini Shirgaonkar till
2013. Anna does not stay low on
the work front when he is ill. He
says, its in our hands whether to
embrace orwhetherto shuntaway
ourillnesses. Abalanced life style
is the key to a healthy life.

He hastravelledintheinteriors
of Maharashtra as well as the
cities. He has never missed the
bus in his lifetime. Very particular
about time himself, wants
everyone to be punctual. Nowa
days it has become a style
statement to be late at a given
appointment. Social and political
events donotbeginontime. Each
one is taken for granted. Instead
respect the other person’s time
and efforts. The world will be a
better place.

Annawas the founder member
of ‘Sagarputra Vidya Vikas
Sanstha.’ | gotassociated with the
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and down slopes of hillsin allkinds
of weather, just to be in school.
Just to make this ordeal easy for
them ‘ashram schools' were
started backed by government
support. One such girls hostelwas
headed by Anna Shirgaonkar for
many years. It is Vashishthi
Kanya Sankul near Kolthare — a
few kilometers away from Dabhol.
It houses about 30 girls from the
age group 10 to 16 with a warden
and alady cooktolook afterthem.
They are given daily choresturn by
turn. They follow atimetable from 5
am to 9 pm which brings them up
as disciplined individuals. When
asked about their ambitions,
many wanted to be teachers but
there were a few who wanted to
become doctors and engineers.
Little did they know that such
careersinvolve huge money!

We are a group of seniors who
now visit D.H.V. Secondary
School and B. S. Patil Junior
College of Arts and College at
Anjanvel on a yearly basis. The
students of Std. X and Std. XIl wait
for us eagerly for some kind of
guidance in their Board Exams
and future endevours. Thisyearwe
were delighted to be welcomed by
‘Lejhim and Zhanj Pathaks’
accompanied by Dhol. This is a
rare treat for urban people like us.
Many Pathare Prabhu Donors and
afewfriendstogether sponsorthe
school fees of needy girl students
fromthis school and college every
year inthe month of June.

Here too, credit goes to Shri.
Anna Shirgaonkar for introducing
us to this institution run by “The
Natu Sansthan” He has also
introduced us to Mr Prashant
Paranjpe of Dapoli. He heads the
‘Nivedita Pratishthan’ which works
forthe adivasis and down trodden
ofthe area. He has worked for their
education and upliftment. He
works along with the government
to implement ways and means for
water conservation. Recent
projects include use of plastic
bottles to make bricks and walls.
Nivedita Prathisthan is striving
hard to make the Konkan region
‘sans kachra'’ | think we urbanites
should join in their activities by
supporting them directly or
indirectly.

Society in general and the
universe as a whole, have given
mankind in abundance. Isn’tit our
duty to repay a little bit by doing
our share? Each one as perone’s
capacity! Justgiveitathought!

Mobile—9819125660
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